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The abscess was kept carefully washed out with weak carbolic ncid and chloride of zinc lotion; no improvement followed the evacuation of the pus, and the patient showed evident signs of severe blood poisoning. After a time it was found that the whole of the lower third of the femur was lying bare in the cavity of the abscess, and the knee-joint was also involved.
On the 7th June, in spite of the man's apparently hopeless state (he had refused to allow any operation before then), the thigh was amputated at the junction of the upper and middle thirds by flap operation. The bleeding was perfectly commanded by means of an Esmarch's elastic cord, tied firmly round the upper part of the thigh. The stump was dressed simply by a few folds of coarse bandage cloth, soaked in weak chloride of zinc solution, bound lightly over it. From the time of the operation the fever diminished, the diarrh-sa and other bad symptoms ceased, and he began steadily to improve ; the stump healed quickly, and in a fortnight was nearly well, and in five weeks, after the amputation, he was walking about on crutches.
Case II.?Mutty, a weak, emaciated Mahomedan female, aged 45, was admitted on the 23rd April with inflammation of the right lower extremity of 25 days' duration. Oa admission, the right thigh, leg, and foot were found inflamed and much swollen, and there was a collection of fluid within the knee-joint; getting fever every day; much pain in the knee. The leg was put up on a back splint, and cooling lotion applied, and opium was given to allay pain.
The fever and severe pain continued; the temperature at times rising to I04?F. On the 24th of May it was noticed that the left leg was much swollen and oedematous, and albumen was found in the urine. On the 29th fluctuation could be felt on the inner side of the thigh and knee-joint, and a large abscess, which had formed, was freely opened. This gave no relief to the pain, fever, and other symptoms. She now was attacked with dysentery.
On June 17th, when her state seemed almost hopeless, she consented to an operation. Amputation by double flap was performed through the middle of the right thigh, the arteries being commanded by a simple elastic cord ; the stump was dressed with chloride of zinc lotion. She slightly improved after the operation, but for some time the fever and dysentery continued ; she had a large sloughing bed-sore over the sacrum, and for many weeks she continued in a most precarious state, almost more dead than alive, though the stump healed slowly. Five weeks after the amputation an enormous abscess was found under the right scapula which was opened freely; soon after this she began to improve slowly, and in two months the stump was quite well, and the bed-sores nearly healed, but it was still many weeks before she had strength to sit up in bed.
October 16i/j January.?The patient was put under chloroform, and the fore-arm amputated at its middle by the circular method. The elastic ligature being applied round the arm, the patient lost very little blood during operation. About six ligatures were applied to secure the bleeding vessels ; the wound after having been washed with chloride of zinc lotion, was closed by iron-wire sutures and then dressed with carbolic oil and lint. On dissecting the hand after removal, the carpal bones were found to have b&p come softened and degenerated, and the tendons were atrophied, The synovial membranes of the carpal joints were in a state of pulpy degeneration.
There was no action in the stump during the first few days, after which the flaps became swollen and inflamed and partially sloughed. She had high fever and inflammation of the lungs and diarrhoea, which in time subsided, and after three weeks from the operation she was rapidly improving and the stump healing. For cases of hypertrophied scrotum, after removal, the simple chloride of zinc lotion is found much cleaner, and more easy to remove at eacli change of dressing than any greasy application, such as carbolic oil.
